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The Girl in the Pool (2024)

Description

“The Girl in the Pool” is a 2024 drama, mystery, and thriller film directed by Dakota Gorman and written
by Jackson Reid Williams. The movie stars Freddie Prinze Jr., Monica Potter, Gabrielle Haugh, Tyler
Lawrence Gray, Brielle Barbusca, and Kevin Pollak. This suburban-set thriller delves into the dark
secrets of a seemingly perfect family, unraveling a tale of deceit, murder, and suspense.
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The suburbs are hell. That's what the movies keep telling us. Perfect nuclear families living in their
McMansions are often anything but perfect. It's not exactly new cinematic territory, but it's a well that
gets tapped often because it’s just a lot of fun to watch rich families implode, often of their own doing.
In that vein, the new suburban-set thriller “The Girl in the Pool,” from director Dakota Gorman and
screenwriter Jackson Reid Williams, breaks no new ground. But with its many twists and turns, it is
indeed a lot of fun.

One-time teen idol Freddie Prinze Jr. plays the family patriarch Tom, a businessman who, while still
handsome, feels past his prime. Tom is celebrating his birthday and is soon meant to meet his wife
Kristen (Monica Potter) for dinner at a fancy restaurant. He’s left work early to get ready and is
surprised by a visit from his much younger mistress, Hannah (Gabrielle Haugh).

Their tryst in the family pool quickly becomes a murder scene, and the audience is at first led to believe
Tom is the culprit as he attempts to both clean up the mess and hide her corpse from the guests
attending a surprise party organized by his wife and their adult kids Alex (Tyler Lawrence Gray) and
Rose (Brielle Barbusca). Although we’re firmly planted in Tom’s psyche as he re-hashes their


https://review.mustwatch.cc/movies/the-nature-of-love-2024-a-thought-provoking-dive-into-passion-and-self-discovery/

IWATCHONLINE.CC
adoctor.org review.mustwatch.cc

afternoon delight and its grisly aftermath, the choppy flashbacks are careful not to reveal exactly who
did the deed and why the woman was murdered.

Pressure from the party mounts. Partygoers keep getting too close to where Tom has stashed away
his body. He’s harassed by his father-in-law, William (Kevin Pollak, charmingly acerbic), who makes it
clear that Tom and Kristen’s marriage has been on the rocks for a while. Another unexpected visitor
pushes Tom to his limits. As Tom spirals into a frantic drug-induced paranoia state, the film adds twist
after twist until the entire family has blood on their hands.

Gorman playfully switches perspectives in one scene, pulling back from a claustrophobic ultra-close-up
of Tom to a wide shot of Alex, Rose, and her boyfriend watching Tom as he pitifully stumbles around
the backyard. It's a refreshing reminder that not only are we watching a movie, but also that Tom, the
character, is so deep in his own world that it's like he’s in his own movie as well. It's a pity, then, that
Gorman’s direction isn’'t always this razor-sharp, as there is a current of mordant humor throughout
Williams’ script that could easily have made this whole affair a pitch-black comedy.

The main cast includes:

Freddie Prinze Jr. as Tom, the desperate family patriarch.
Monica Potter as Kristen, Tom'’s wife.

Gabrielle Haugh as Hannah, Tom’s much younger mistress.
Tyler Lawrence Gray as Alex, Tom’s son.

Brielle Barbusca as Rose, Tom’s daughter.

Kevin Pollak as William, Tom’s father-in-law.

The film is directed by Dakota Gorman, known for her ability to create intense and emotionally charged
narratives. Her direction ensures that “The Girl in the Pool” is both visually captivating and emotionally
resonant.

“The Girl in the Pool” has received positive reviews from critics and audiences alike. The film’s intricate
plot, strong performances, and suspenseful atmosphere have been praised. Critics have highlighted
the movie’s ability to maintain tension and keep viewers engaged throughout its runtime. The
performances of the cast, particularly Freddie Prinze Jr., have been noted for their depth and
authenticity.

Strengths and Weaknesses

Strengths Weaknesses
Strong performances by the cast sroergiit\gglvgers may find the plot's twists
Directed by Dakota Gorman, known for her Limited release may restrict initial
intense storytelling audience reach
Engaging and suspenseful screenplay Over-reliance on thriller tropes

Masterful blend of drama, mystery, and

) Uneven characterization of the women
thriller elements
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Freddie Prinze Jr. as Tom: Prinze Jr. delivers a standout performance as Tom, the beleaguered
family patriarch whose life spirals out of control during what was supposed to be a celebratory evening.
His portrayal of a man who is both desperate and delusional is both compelling and tragic. His
willingness to show signs of aging and vulnerability adds a layer of authenticity to his character.

Monica Potter as Kristen: Potter brings a steely gravitas to her role as Kristen, Tom'’s wife. Her
performance hints at a deeper backstory and underlying tensions within the marriage. While her
character may seem like a stock figure at times, Potter’s portrayal adds depth and complexity.

Gabrielle Haugh as Hannah: Haugh plays Tom’s much younger mistress, whose sudden death sets
the plot in motion. Although her character is somewhat underwritten, Haugh'’s presence and
performance add an element of mystery and intrigue to the film.

Tyler Lawrence Gray as Alex: Gray portrays Alex, Tom’s son, with a mixture of aloofness and
vulnerability. His character becomes more central as the plot progresses, culminating in a third-act
twist that places him at the heart of the action.

Brielle Barbusca as Rose: Barbusca plays Rose, Tom’s daughter, who is reduced to a pastiche of
Gen-Z stereotypes. Despite the limited material, Barbusca’s performance brings some humor and
relatability to the character.

Kevin Pollak as William: Pollak shines as William, Tom’s acerbic father-in-law. His interactions with
Tom add both tension and comic relief to the narrative.

Dakota Gorman’s Direction: Gorman’s direction is both visually captivating and emotionally resonant.
She skillfully switches perspectives and uses a mix of close-ups and wide shots to build tension and
convey the characters’ psychological states. However, there are moments where the direction could
have been sharper to fully capitalize on the script's mordant humor.

Cinematography: The film’s cinematography effectively captures the suburban setting and the
claustrophobic atmosphere of the family home. The use of lighting and camera angles enhances the
suspense and drama, making the audience feel both intrigued and uneasy.

Deceit and Secrets: The film explores the theme of deceit, focusing on the hidden lives and secrets of
its characters. It delves into the dark underbelly of suburban life, revealing the facade of perfection that
hides deeper issues.

Family Dynamics: “The Girl in the Pool” examines the complexities of family relationships, particularly
the strained marriage between Tom and Kristen. The interactions between family members are fraught
with tension, adding depth to the narrative.

Psychological Thriller Elements: The movie blends elements of drama, mystery, and thriller, keeping
the audience guessing about the true nature of the crime and the motivations behind it. The
psychological unraveling of Tom adds an intense layer to the story.

FAQ about “The Girl in the Pool (2024)”
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When was “The Girl in the Pool” released?
“The Girl in the Pool” was released in the United States on July 26, 2024.
Who directed “The Girl in the Pool”?

The film was directed by Dakota Gorman, known for her work in creating intense and emotionally
charged narratives.

What is the runtime of “The Girl in the Pool”?
The movie has a runtime of 1 hour and 29 minutes.
What themes does “The Girl in the Pool” explore?

The film explores themes such as deceit, murder, the unraveling of secrets, and the impact of hidden
truths on a seemingly perfect family.

Where can | watch “The Girl in the Pool” online?

You can stream “The Girl in the Pool” on iwWatchOnline.cc.

What makes “The Girl in the Pool” a must-watch thriller?

“The Girl in the Pool” is a must-watch for its strong ensemble cast, engaging and suspenseful
screenplay, and masterful blend of drama, mystery, and thriller elements. The direction by Dakota
Gorman adds depth and intensity to the film, ensuring that viewers are both entertained and on the
edge of their seats.

Fact Table for “The Girl in the Pool (2024)”

Attribute Details
Title The Girl in the Pool
Director Dakota Gorman
Screenplay Jackson Reid Williams

Freddie Prinze Jr., Monica Potter, Gabrielle Haugh, Tyler

Main Cast Lawrence Gray, Brielle Barbusca, and Kevin Pollak
Premiere Date July 26, 2024

Genre Drama, Mystery, and thriller

Runtime 1 hour and 29 minutes

Themes Deceit, murder, secrets, family dynamics
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Attribute
Strengths

Weaknesses
Streaming Platform

Conclusion

Details

Strong performances, engaging screenplay, suspenseful
atmosphere

Predictable plot twists and uneven characterization
iWatchOnline.cc

“The Girl in the Pool” is a gripping thriller that masterfully blends elements of drama, mystery, and
suspense. Directed by Dakota Gorman, the film offers a compelling narrative that keeps viewers
engaged from start to finish. The strong performances by Freddie Prinze Jr., Monica Potter, Gabrielle
Haugh, Tyler Lawrence Gray, Brielle Barbusca, and Kevin Pollak add depth and authenticity to the
story, making it a must-watch for fans of the genre.For those looking to watch “The Girl in the Pool”
online, you can stream it now on iWatchOnline.cc for a thrilling and suspenseful viewing experience.
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