
Fly Me to the Moon (2024)

Description

A Tonally Confused Rom-Com That Misses Its Mark

Greg Berlanti’s Fly Me to the Moon is an ambitious film that attempts to blend zippy retro rom-com
elements with cynical political satire and weighty drama. Unfortunately, the film struggles under the
weight of its own ambitions, resulting in a tonally messy and overlong experience. Despite the
considerable star power of Scarlett Johansson and Channing Tatum, the film ultimately fails to deliver
on its promise, leaving viewers with a disjointed narrative that never quite finds its footing.
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Set in the late 1960s, Fly Me to the Moon follows Kelly Jones (Scarlett Johansson), a charismatic ad
executive who is recruited to sell the space program to the American public. Kelly is reminiscent of a
female Don Draper, navigating the male-dominated world of advertising with charm and cunning. Her
beauty and ability to read people make her a formidable force, and she quickly becomes the face of
the space program.

However, her supposed romantic connection with Cole Davis (Channing Tatum), a launch director and
brilliant pilot who should have been an astronaut, feels forced and unconvincing. The two meet in a
Cocoa Beach diner, and their interactions are characterized by awkward moments and snappy banter
that never quite lands. Cole, consumed by the tragedy of Apollo 1, is all business, and his stoic
demeanor contrasts sharply with Kelly’s effervescent personality.
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As the film progresses, Kelly’s assignment takes a dark turn when she is tasked with hiring a director
and actors to fake the moon landing in case the real mission fails. This subplot, inspired by long-
standing conspiracy theories, adds an element of intrigue but ultimately feels out of place in the overall
narrative.

Greg Berlanti’s direction is ambitious but ultimately uneven. The film shifts wildly between genres, from
lighthearted rom-com to political satire to somber drama, without ever fully committing to any one tone.
This lack of consistency undermines the film’s narrative and leaves viewers unsure of what to expect.

The costume design by Mary Zophres is a standout, with mid-century chic ensembles that perfectly
capture the era. Woody Harrelson delivers a playfully menacing performance as the shadowy
government figure who recruits Kelly, adding a layer of intrigue to the story. However, these elements
are not enough to save the film from its tonal confusion.

Scarlett Johansson is especially charismatic as Kelly Jones, bringing energy and charm to the role. Her
performance is one of the film’s highlights, and she shines in scenes that showcase her character’s
ability to transform herself to get what she wants. However, her chemistry with Channing Tatum is
lacking, and their romantic connection feels forced and unconvincing.

Channing Tatum’s portrayal of Cole Davis is stoic and apprehensive, lacking the lightness and charm
needed for a screwball romantic comedy. The role was originally meant for Chris Evans, who might
have brought a better balance of humor and intensity to the character.

Supporting players like Ray Romano and Anna Garcia do their best with thinly written characters, while
Jim Rash chews up the scenery as a flamboyant filmmaker tasked with faking the moon landing. Colin
Jost, in a brief cameo as a senator, delivers a hammy performance that feels out of place.

The cinematography in Fly Me to the Moon is visually appealing, capturing the look and feel of the late
1960s with vibrant colors and stylish compositions. The film’s production design and costume work are
top-notch, adding an authentic touch to the period setting.

However, the film’s pacing is problematic, with multiple endings and a back-and-forth between what is
real and what is fake that becomes jumbled. The narrative drags on past what could have been a
natural conclusion, spelling out motivations and developments that would have been more intriguing if
left to the viewer’s imagination.

Fly Me to the Moon is a film that tries to do too much and ends up achieving too little. Its tonal
inconsistencies and overlong narrative detract from the considerable charms of its A-list stars. While
there are moments of joy and intrigue, the film ultimately falls short of its potential, leaving viewers with
a confused and unsatisfying experience.

FAQs about Fly Me to the Moon (2024)

Q: Where can I watch Fly Me to the Moon (2024)?
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A: Fly Me to the Moon (2024) is available for streaming on [Streaming Service]. You can also watch it
online at iWatchOnline.

Q: Who directed Fly Me to the Moon (2024)?

A: The film was directed by Greg Berlanti.

Q: Who stars in Fly Me to the Moon (2024)?

A: The film stars Scarlett Johansson as Kelly Jones and Channing Tatum as Cole Davis. Other notable
cast members include Woody Harrelson, Ray Romano, and Jim Rash.

Q: What genre is Fly Me to the Moon (2024)?

A: Fly Me to the Moon is a romantic comedy with elements of political satire and drama.

Q: Is Fly Me to the Moon (2024) suitable for children?

A: The film is rated and contains mature themes and scenes, making it unsuitable for children. Parental
discretion is advised.

Q: What are the main themes of Fly Me to the Moon (2024)?

A: The film explores themes of ambition, deception, and the clash between personal desires and
professional responsibilities.

Q: Is there a sequel planned for Fly Me to the Moon (2024)?

A: As of now, there has been no official announcement regarding a sequel.

Q: How long is Fly Me to the Moon (2024)?

A: The runtime of Fly Me to the Moon is approximately [Runtime] minutes.

Sources

1. iWatchOnline
2. IMDb
3. Rotten Tomatoes
4. Wikipedia

Fly Me to the Moon (2024) attempts to blend multiple genres into a cohesive narrative but ultimately
falls short. While the film has its moments of charm and intrigue, its tonal inconsistencies and lack of
chemistry between the leads make it a missed opportunity. For those interested in a retro rom-com
with a twist, it might still be worth a watch, but temper your expectations.
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