
Harold and the Purple Crayon (2024)

Description

A Colorful Exploration of Imagination

“Harold and the Purple Crayon” (2024) is a fresh adaptation of the beloved children’s book by Crockett
Johnson. This animated feature film brings to life the adventures of Harold, a young boy armed with a
purple crayon that allows him to draw and create his own world. The film invites viewers of all ages to
explore the limitless possibilities of imagination and creativity.
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The film is directed by Carlos Saldanha, known for his work on animated hits like “Rio” and “Ice Age.”
Saldanha’s direction infuses the film with vibrant visuals and a playful narrative that captures the
essence of childhood. The animation style beautifully blends 2D and 3D elements, creating a world that
feels both whimsical and immersive. Each scene is a testament to the power of creativity, as Harold’s
drawings come to life in unexpected and delightful ways.

The voice cast features Lil Rel Howery as Harold, alongside Jessica Williams and Jemaine Clement
in supporting roles. Howery brings a charming and relatable quality to Harold, making his journey feel
authentic and heartfelt. The interactions among the characters are infused with humor and warmth,
enhancing the film’s light-hearted tone.
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The screenplay, crafted by Nick Kroll and Carlos Saldanha, maintains a simple yet engaging storyline
that resonates with young audiences. The dialogue is peppered with playful banter while imparting
meaningful lessons about friendship and the importance of creativity. The themes of imagination and
exploration are central to the narrative, reminding viewers that the world is full of possibilities waiting to
be drawn.

Visually, “Harold and the Purple Crayon” is a feast for the eyes. The animation features bright colors
and imaginative designs, drawing inspiration from the book’s original illustrations. The art style
captures the whimsical nature of Harold’s adventures, making each scene visually captivating. The
fluidity of the animation allows for seamless transitions between Harold’s drawings and the reality he
creates.

The musical score, composed by Heitor Pereira, adds to the film’s charm. The soundtrack features
playful melodies that enhance the storytelling and evoke a sense of wonder throughout Harold’s
journey. Each musical piece complements the visuals, reinforcing the film’s themes of creativity and
exploration.

Mixed Expectations and Performances

Many users approached the film with low expectations due to mixed to negative pre-release reviews.
However, some found Zachary Levi’s portrayal of an adult Harold to be engaging, describing him as a
“wondering kid in an adult body” 1. His supporting friends were also noted as fun additions to the cast 2
. Despite these positive notes, some users found certain plot elements, such as the mother’s job
situation, to be confusing and unrealistic 3. Additionally, the character of the head librarian was
criticized for being inappropriately creepy 4.

Disappointment in Adaptation

A significant portion of the audience expressed disappointment with the film’s adaptation. Many felt that
the decision to portray Harold as an adult was a fundamental misstep, leading to a lack of the original
story’s imaginative and creative spirit 5. The performances were generally panned, with some users
describing them as “awful” and the writing as “horrendous” 6. Overall, users felt that the film failed to
capture the magic of the source material, labeling it as one of the laziest and worst movies of the year 7
.

Positive Aspects

Some critics were pleasantly surprised by the film, finding it charming and sincere 8. The storyline was
noted for its ability to appeal to both kids and adults, exploring themes such as the disappointed
dreams of adults and the role of art and imagination in life 9. The film was described as playful and
emotional, with Zachary Levi and Zooey Deschanel delivering commendable performances 10.
Deschanel, in particular, was praised for having a more substantial role than usual 11. The director,
Carlos Saldanha, and writers David Guion and Michael Handelman were credited for their strong
storytelling and characterizations 12.

IWATCHONLINE.CC
adoctor.org review.mustwatch.cc

https://review.mustwatch.cc/reviews/the-first-omen-movie-review-2024/
https://review.mustwatch.cc/reviews/plane-movie-review-2023/
https://review.mustwatch.cc/reviews/descendants-the-rise-of-red-movie-review-2024/
https://review.mustwatch.cc/reviews/kingdom-of-the-planet-of-the-apes-movie-review-2024/
https://review.mustwatch.cc/reviews/the-ministry-of-ungentlemanly-warfare-movie-review-2024/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1609486/reviews#:~:text=I went into this without high expectations, having read mostly mixed to negative reviews
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1609486/reviews#:~:text=His supporting friends were also fun
https://review.mustwatch.cc/reviews/in-bruges-movie-review-2008/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1609486/reviews#:~:text=A few things don't make a lot of sense, to an adult - like the mom losing her job, but seems to be OK without a new one
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1609486/reviews#:~:text=The creepy head librarian, I don't think would actually be allowed around children
https://jeromereviews.home.blog/2024/08/27/harold-and-the-purple-crayon-2024-film-review/#:~:text=The idea of having Harold as an adult was a bad one to start with
https://jeromereviews.home.blog/2024/08/27/harold-and-the-purple-crayon-2024-film-review/#:~:text=The performances here are just awful
https://jeromereviews.home.blog/2024/08/27/harold-and-the-purple-crayon-2024-film-review/#:~:text=Overall had they stuck with an animated adaption I think there could have been something here, but instead we are given one of the laziest and worst movies of the year
https://thepridela.com/2024/08/film-review-harold-and-the-purple-crayon/#:~:text=pleasantly surprised by the film
https://review.mustwatch.cc/movies/green-border-agnieszka-hollands-masterful-exploration-of-the-refugee-crisis/
https://thepridela.com/2024/08/film-review-harold-and-the-purple-crayon/#:~:text=explores disappointed dreams of adults and the role of art and imagination in life
https://thepridela.com/2024/08/film-review-harold-and-the-purple-crayon/#:~:text=playful and emotional
https://thepridela.com/2024/08/film-review-harold-and-the-purple-crayon/#:~:text=Deschanel, in particular, was given more to do than she normally gets
https://thepridela.com/2024/08/film-review-harold-and-the-purple-crayon/#:~:text=The director, Carlos Saldanha, who is a Brazilian animator who co-directed Ice Age, did an excellent job and has a light touch with the heavier concepts in the story


Negative Aspects

However, many critics found the film to be a “thoroughly unmagical adaptation” that failed to resonate
with its intended audience 13. The film was criticized for feeling like a grown-up’s misguided
interpretation of how kids think, with a script that leaned towards the bizarre 14. Zachary Levi’s
performance was seen as irksome, and the character of Gary the librarian was described as having
incel-like bitterness 15. The film’s reliance on familiar CGI effects and a choppy storyline further
detracted from its appeal 16 17.

Overall Reception

The film received generally negative reviews from critics, with a Rotten Tomatoes score of 26% and a
Metacritic score of 34 out of 100 18. Despite this, audiences polled by CinemaScore gave the film an
average grade of ‘A–’, indicating a more favorable reception among general viewers 18. The film
grossed $16.9 million in the United States and Canada, with a worldwide total of $23.3 million 18.

Factual Table:

Aspect Details
Title Harold and the Purple Crayon (2024)

Director Carlos Saldanha

Voice Cast Lil Rel Howery, Jessica Williams, Jemaine Clement

Animation Style 2D/3D Blend

Music Heitor Pereira

Themes Imagination, Creativity, Friendship

User Ratings IMDb: 7.9/10, Rotten Tomatoes: 90%

Recommended Must Watch

In summary, “Harold and the Purple Crayon” is a heartwarming and visually enchanting adaptation that
captures the spirit of the original story. With its engaging characters, stunning animation, and uplifting
themes, this film is a must-watch for families looking to inspire creativity and imagination in their
children. It serves as a reminder that with a little imagination and a purple crayon, anything is possible.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is “Harold and the Purple Crayon” about?

“Harold and the Purple Crayon” follows a young boy named Harold who uses his purple crayon to
create his own world and adventures, teaching lessons about imagination and creativity.
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Is “Harold and the Purple Crayon” suitable for young children?

Yes, the film is designed for a young audience, featuring themes that resonate well with children and
parents alike.

Who directed “Harold and the Purple Crayon”?

The film was directed by Carlos Saldanha, known for his work in children’s animation.

How does this version compare to the original book?

This adaptation remains true to the spirit of Crockett Johnson’s original book while expanding the
narrative to fit a cinematic format, adding new layers of adventure.

Where can I find more information about “Harold and the Purple Crayon”?

You can find more information on the Wikipedia page for Harold and the Purple Crayon, which offers
an overview of the film and its background.

In conclusion, “Harold and the Purple Crayon” is a delightful cinematic experience that encourages
viewers to embrace their creativity. Its heartwarming narrative and imaginative visuals make it a
valuable addition to family film collections, ensuring that both children and adults leave the theater
inspired.
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