
Tetris (2024)

Description

“Tetris” is a 2024 biographical thriller film based on true events surrounding the race to license and
patent the video game Tetris from Russia in the late 1980s during the Cold War. Directed by Jon S.
Baird and written by Noah Pink, the film stars Taron Egerton, Nikita Efremov, and Sofia Lebedeva.
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The movie tells the unbelievable story of how one of the world’s most popular video games found its
way to avid players around the globe. Henk Rogers (Taron Egerton) discovers TETRIS in 1988 and
risks everything by traveling to the Soviet Union, where he joins forces with inventor Alexey Pazhitnov
(Nikita Efremov) to bring the game to the masses.

Jon S. Baird’s direction brings a captivating and suspenseful narrative to life, delving into the high-
stakes world of international intrigue and the battle for ownership of a cultural phenomenon. The
ensemble cast delivers compelling performances that bring the historical characters to life.

The screenplay weaves together elements of biography, drama, and history, creating a gripping and
immersive storytelling experience. The visuals and cinematography capture the tension and drama of
the Cold War era, adding depth to the film’s narrative. The music score enhances the emotional and
suspenseful moments, elevating the overall impact of the story.

One of the film’s strengths is its ability to shed light on a lesser-known but significant chapter in the
history of video games and international relations. The character development and performances,
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particularly by Taron Egerton, add depth and authenticity to the narrative. The historical and
biographical elements are well-researched and presented with compelling storytelling.

However, the film may have pacing issues, with certain scenes feeling rushed or overly dense with
historical exposition. Additionally, some viewers may find the subject matter niche, limiting its appeal to
a broader audience.

“Tetris” stands out in the biographical thriller genre for its unique premise and historical significance. It
shares similarities with films like “The Social Network” and “The Imitation Game,” which also explore
the untold stories behind cultural phenomena and technological innovations. Jon S. Baird’s direction
ensures that the film maintains a distinct voice and style.

Positive Aspects

1. Engaging Storytelling and Direction 
The film is praised for its unique approach to the subject matter, structuring itself like a Cold
War thriller, which immerses the audience in the 1980s era. This setting adds a layer of
suspense and intrigue to the narrative 12.
Under Jon S. Baird’s direction, the film adopts a retro video game aesthetic, which
complements its theme and adds to its visual appeal 3.

2. Strong Performances 
Taron Egerton’s portrayal of Henk Rogers is highlighted as a strong point, with critics noting
his ability to carry the film through its various ups and downs. His performance is described
as reliable and energetic, keeping the audience engaged 45.
Roger Allam’s performance as Robert Maxwell is also commended, with some considering
it a career-best 6.

3. Humor and Visuals 
The film incorporates humor and pixelated transitions, which, along with the iconic Tetris
music, make the two-hour runtime enjoyable and fast-paced 7.
The use of 8-bit graphics and Egerton’s narration, despite being chaotic at times, adds a
nostalgic charm that resonates with audiences familiar with the game 8.

4. Cultural and Political Themes 
“Tetris” effectively critiques both capitalism and communism, highlighting the corruption and
greed inherent in both systems. This dual critique is woven into the narrative, adding depth
to the story 9.

Mixed Reviews

1. Historical Accuracy vs. Entertainment 
Some critics note that while the film is entertaining, it plays fast and loose with the true story
behind Tetris. This approach may detract from its historical accuracy but adds to its
entertainment value 10 11.
The film’s attempt to balance drama and thriller elements is seen as a mixed success, with
some feeling that it doesn’t fully capture the tension of a true Cold War thriller 12 13.

2. Narrative Complexity 
The film’s focus on behind-the-scenes machinations, such as licensing and contracts, can
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sometimes make the plot feel convoluted and tedious. However, these elements are
essential to the story and add to the film’s authenticity 14.

Negative Aspects

1. Inconsistent Tone 
Critics have pointed out that the film’s tone can be inconsistent, with some parts feeling
overly humorous and others lacking the necessary sense of danger and urgency 12 15.
The opening act, which uses 8-bit graphics and narration, is described as hyperactive and
chaotic, potentially overwhelming for some viewers 8.

2. Overall Impact 
Despite its strengths, some critics believe that “Tetris” may become just another forgotten
biopic due to its unfocused and exhaustive narrative 16.
The film’s attempt to dramatize the story of Tetris is seen as a missed opportunity, with the
cinematic elements not fully coming together 17.

Overall, is a must-watch for fans of biographical thrillers and historical dramas. Its blend of suspense,
historical significance, and compelling characters make it a standout movie. Whether you’re interested
in the history of video games or enjoy gripping biographical narratives, “Tetris” offers something for
everyone.

Frequently Asked Questions About “Tetris”

What is “Tetris” about?

“Tetris” is a biographical thriller film based on true events surrounding the race to license and patent
the video game Tetris from Russia in the late 1980s during the Cold War).

Where can I watch “Tetris”?

You can stream “Tetris” on platforms like Apple TV+. For the best streaming experience, visit 
iwatchonline.cc.

Who directed “Tetris”?

The film was directed by Jon S. Baird.

Who are the main cast members of “Tetris”?

The main cast includes Taron Egerton, Nikita Efremov, and Sofia Lebedeva).

What genre is “Tetris”?

The film falls under the biographical thriller and historical drama genres).
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Is “Tetris” a sequel?

No, “Tetris” is not a sequel; it is a standalone film.

What are some similar movies to “Tetris”?

If you enjoy “Tetris,” you might also like “The Social Network,” “The Imitation Game,” and “Hidden
Figures,” which explore similar themes of historical significance and technological innovations.

Where can I find more information about “Tetris”?

For more details, you can visit the Wikipedia page or check out the Rotten Tomatoes page.

Is “Tetris” worth watching?

Absolutely! With its blend of suspense, historical significance, and compelling characters, offers a
unique and engaging viewing experience.
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